
The Holy Traditions 



The Holy Tradition 
 For a long time some western writers looked to "tradition" as a blind 

obedience to the past (set of ancient doctrines, canons and rites). 

 

 Our goal is to explain our concept to "tradition" through the holy Bible, the 
patristic and our practical church life. 

 The meaning of "TRADITION" 

 In Greek, is "Paradosis" = "handing over or delivering a thing by hand". 

 In Hebrew there are two terms:                                                   "masar" (hand 
on or deliver) and "qibbel" (receive). 

 Biblically "delivering a deposit and receiving it" A generation deliver the 
faith and another receives it. 



Traditions “Paradosis” 

”Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the 
traditions which you were taught, whether by 
word or our epistle.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15 

•The church tradition is the continuous stream of the 
church life in Jesus Christ, by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
•The Christian Tradition is the deposit that the church 
received and preserved through the successive generations. 
 A generation delivers the faith and another receives it. 



There are two meaning and interpretation for tradition 
mentioned in the Bible 

1-tradition of men (condemned by Our Lord Himself) when Christ 
boldly denounces the Pharisees over their appeal to tradition 
(Matt 15:3-9) “He answered and said to them” Why do you also 
transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?” 
This tradition taught hypocrisy and vain worship  

 
2- Tradition (capital T) which the church embraces accepts and 

depends upon. This is the Tradition which St. Paul refers to in 
the (2Thess. 2:6)” But we command you, brethren in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother 
who walks disorderly and not according to the Tradition which 
he received from us”. 

 
Tradition is the apostle’s doctrine (Acts 2:42)”And they continued 

steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread and prayers”. 

 



The essence of our tradition: 
 
 It is "the unity with Christ through the Holy Spirit,"          

(Who guided) God the Father delivered His own Son to us, and 
the Son also gave Himself up for us (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2) 

 
 It is "the faith once delivered to the saints" Jude 3. 
 
 It is the "Gospel" received by the apostles who delivered it 

their disciples by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 “Tradition of Christ" is preserved  in the Church life through 

the successive generation. 
 
 Tradition is the living stream, which brings up the past with all 

its aspects as a living present, and extend the present towards 
tomorrow without deformation. 



  

 What are the traditions of the Church? 

 What are the sources of the church traditions? 

 What are the Biblical evidence “support”? 

 “For I received from the Lord (Kyrio)                            
that which I also delivered to you:  

   that the Lord Jesus on the same night                  
in which He was betrayed took bread…”                        
1 Corinthians 11:23  

 (Kyrio) designates for the oral tradition 
concerning Jesus. 



What are the traditions of the Church ? 

 The Church Traditions are all the                       
education that came to us through                    
Christ, the apostles and patristic                  
delivery in oral and written words. 

“I had many things to write, but I do 
not wish to write to you with pen and 
ink. But I hope to see you shortly, and 
we shall speak face to face”                                                                    
3 John 13,14  



Tradition and the Church 

For example;   
1- The Church hymns, we not only taste a musical art we also practice the 

heavenly life. 
2- The Church buildings is a living icon of the heavenly church. 
3- The iconology offers us the life of the church through the Holy spirit, 

and explains the life of faith in the Orthodox teaching. 
4- Tradition does not put the voice of the past in the place of the voice of 

he present; in it the  past does not kill the present but gives it full 
force. 

5- Tradition have one mind, that is the mind of Christ; one spirit, the 
Spirit of the Lord, and one aim, our salvation. 

Tradition and Liturgy: Tradition is the source of our Church liturgy of 
Baptism, Eucharist, Marriage etc... and at the same time theses liturgies 
are tradition itself (Liturgies are celebration of the whole Christian 
mystery) 
Tradition and Rite: The rites we received by Tradition are not accidental 
in the life of the Church, they brings the senses and mind to the reality of 
faith.  They are the real entrances to the mystery of worship.  



Tradition 
 Tradition of Christ preserved in the church life 

through the successive generation. Tradition is a 
spiritual gift. 

“And there are also many other things which Jesus did 
which if they should be written every one. I think that 
even the world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written.” John 21:25 



The Traditions Sources 

1. The Holy Bible. 

2. The church canons. (Didascalia, Ecumenical Councils, St. Basil 
the Great canons. 

3. The church Rites* & Rituals** (Iconology, buildings, … etc.) 

4. The writings of the church fathers & historians scholars.  

 

“The faith once delivered to the saints” Jude 3 

Rites* = the ceremonial practices (act or action) =form 
Rituals**= according to religious law = system of Rite = practice.  



 Christ did not deliver His disciples & Apostles written 
documents, they heard Him teach, followed Him 
everywhere, they saw Him praying, teaching, healing 
the sick, raising the dead, and confronting people.  

 
 St. Basil the Great: “It is note that church tradition 

gives testimony to the holy Scripture, and the 
Scripture itself is a part of the church tradition.” 
 

 St. Augustine says: “Because for you I am a bishop, 
with you I am a Christian.” A bishop appointed by God 
to deposit His people the Christian tradition, at the 
same time he practiced this tradition with them as 
one of them as a Christian. 
 

Tradition facts  



 Tradition is the source 
of our liturgies of 
Baptism, Eucharist, 
Marriage etc. Liturgies 
are the celebration of 
the whole Christian 
mystery. They not only 
teach us but bring us 
into the real 
communication with the 
Christian Mystery. 

 

TRADITION & Liturgy  



Examples of church traditions 

The Bible, direction to the East, saving Sunday 
instead of Saturday, the Systems of fasting & 
prayers, the arrangements of the Divine Liturgy, 
priesthood clothes, utensils of service, the law of 
the Apostles. 

“The things which you learned and received 
and heard and saw in me, these do, and the 
God of peace will be with you.“    
Philippians 4:9 



 By tradition the church 
accepted the Gospels 
according to St. Mathew, 
St. Mark, St. Luke and St. 
John and Reject                                         
the Gospels of Barnabas, 
Paul, Andrew, and James. 

Tradition preserves the Bible: By tradition, I know 
the four gospels, and that they are the true ones. 

The Gospel is the core of the holy tradition, the apostle 
received the Gospel of Christ not written on paper but orally, 
they deliver it unto the church by oral and by written forms.  

TRADITION & Holy Bible  



Tradition in the Old Testament  

“Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To 
your descendants I will give this land.” And there 
he built an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to 

Him” Gen. 12:7  
“Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and 
took of every clean animal and of every clean 

bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
“    Gen. 8:20  

“Then Jacob rose early in the morning, and 
took the stone that he had put at his head, set 
it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. “ 
Gen. 8:20  



Miracles not mentions in the Bible: 

 “When the sun was setting, all those who had any 
that were sick with various diseases brought 
them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one 
of them and healed them.” Luke 4:40 

Tradition in the New Testament  

Teachings not mentioned in the Bible: 
“And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He 
expounded (explain) to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning Himself.” Luke 4:40 
(Emmaus) 

Preaching the Gospel before hand: 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit .” 
Matt. 28:19 



 “For if God did not spare the angels who 
sinned, but cast them down to hell and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved for judgment;” 2Pet 2:4 

“Yet Michael the archangel, in 
contending (argue) with the 
devil, when he disputed about 
the body of Moses, dared not 
bring against him a reviling 
accusation, but said, “The Lord 
rebuke you!”  Jude 9 



TRADITION & Church Worship  

Through tradition we 
accept our                
“Church life in Jesus    
Christ”                     
through Church 
liturgies, rites, 
canons and all that 
belongs to our 
worship. 
 



Direction to the East 

St. Athanasius said: “Our Lord Jesus Christ ascended 
heading toward the East, from the mount of Olives.” 

TRADITION & Church Worship  



 Through the Church 
Building and all its contents 
are the living icon of the 
heavenly church which 
expresses accurately the 
church faith. The iconology 
offers us the life of the 
church through the Holy 
Spirit. We taste in them 
our living faith and our love 
and unity with saints in 
Jesus Christ. 

TRADITION & Rite  



 Church Rites are the real 
entrance to the mystery 
of worship, and 
declaration of the living 
truth. By the church 
hymns we not only taste a 
musical art we also 
practice the heavenly life. 

TRADITION & Rite  



Apostolic Church: 
Church of Christ is based on 
the true foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, a 
missionary of the 
hand: teaching of faith as it is 
taken from the Lord and his 
apostles and hand delivered till 
it reached us. 

The chronology of the 

Coptic Popes  

 

1- St Mark the Evangelist 

2- St. Anianos the shoe maker. 

                     + 

116- Pope Kyrillos the VI 

117-Pope Shenouda the III 

The modern denominations can not be regarded as 
apostolic because her leaders did not take the education, 
the message of the apostles nor the church that came out 
of them but themselves  



Tradition in the Apostolic Age  
 St. John " that which was from the beginning, which we 

have heard, which we have seen with or eyes, which we 
have looked upon and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life ..." John 1:1 

 Tradition which originated from the apostles is 
guaranteed by the unbroken succession of presbyters in 
the church and preserved by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 The Holy Tradition and the Gospel 
 - The Gospel is the core of the holy tradition ... St. Paul 

says "for I delivered unto you first of all that which I 
also received ..."1 Co. 15:1 

 -Tradition preserves the Bible - by tradition we receive 
the holy gospels, which contain deeds and words of 
Christ. 

 Organ By tradition, I knew the four gospels, and that 
they are the true ones. 

 



Church Tradition between Clergymen & Laymen 

 Church Tradition is the life of the whole members of the Church of 
Christ. 

 
 Tradition & Clergymen  
     Ecumenical Councils: In the 1st century, the apostles assembled 

together under the guidance of the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem (Acts 
15) to study the problem of accepting the Gentiles in the new faith & 
the needs of the present church and to preserve its traditional life 
through the new circumstances, how to explain the church doctrines 
and dogmas to the modern man. It is the Father responsibility to 
preserve the Church traditional life locally and ecumenically. 

 
 Tradition & Laymen: 
    The decisions of the Church councils and the writings of the Church 

Fathers are insufficient in preserving tradition alive, but by every 
true believer by practicing it in their daily life and their worship. He 
receives the traditional life from the past generations, and deposits 
this life into the life of the future generations; he transits its 
traditional life by practicing it daily. 



Reasons of no distortion or deviation happened 
to the Tradition through the ages long: 

1- The consent to the spirit of the 
Bible and its teachings:             
”Is anyone among you sick? Let him call 
for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord.” James 5:14 

“But as for me, I will come into Your house in the 
multitude of Your mercy;  In fear of You I will 
worship toward Your holy temple.” Psalm 5:7  



2- Complex it from the rest 
of the apostolic churches: 

3- Origins back to the apostolic times 
(1st ages of Christianity): 

4- The writings of church fathers and 
historians scholars:  



5- According to the Church Ecumenical 
councils: 

 
1- The Council of Nicea (318) in 325 AD Arius 

denied The Divinity of Christ. 

2 - The Council Constantinople (150) in 381 AD 
Macedonius denied The Holy Spirit. 

3-Ephesus (200) in 431AD  Nestorius denied that 
St. Mary is the Mother of God, “Theotokos” 

The Nicene Creed 
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+ The church is measured in the glory 
of the traditions of their fathers. 

+ A Church without a tradition of 
God is a church without origin and 
without history.  

. “Keep away from any brother who is living in idleness 
and not in accord with the tradition which you received 
from us” 2 Thess. 3:6 



Conclusion 
 

 The Orthodox Church, especially the church of Alexandria, 
preserved more than others the Holy Tradition in its details as 
in its spirit. 

 The church a Tradition is but two aspects for the life of faith, 
they inseparable; we can’t know one of them without the other. 

 By Tradition the church has acknowledges her Bridegroom, 
practices His saying deed and accepts His divine mysteries. 

 By Tradition we discover the church Gospel, the sacraments, the 
Liturgies, Hymns, rites, canons, etc.  accept it, preserve it, live 
its rules and preach it. 

 By Tradition we meet with the church Saints and Fathers, 
discover their lives in Jesus Christ, their writings, take the 
blessings of their prayers and enjoy our fellowship with them in 
Jesus Christ. 

 In brief, we say that Tradition is the core of the church, and 
without Tradition, the church can’t exist. 


